
Jim Means, Executive Director
• Carl Perkins Grant
• New Pathway Development
• Corrections, Security & Law   
 Enforcement Services
• Emergency & Fire
 Management Services
• Health Science

Cathy Mong, Teaching Specialist
• Early Childhood Development 
 & Services
• Family & Community Services
• Fashion, Apparel, Interior Design
• Restaurant & Event
 Management
• Teaching/Training

Marla Hayden, Teaching Specialist
• A/V Communications
• Business Entrepreneurship
 & Management
• Business Finance
• Marketing
• Network Systems
• Programming & Software 
 Development
• Web & Digital Communications

PJ Reilly, Teaching Specialist
• Animal and Plant Science
• Aviation Design and                                    
 Production
• Construction & Design
• Engineering & Applied
 Mathematics
• Graphic Design
• Manufacturing Production
• Mobile Equipment
 Maintenance

Laura Barker, Career Facilitator
•  Guidance, Counseling, &  
  Academic Advisement
•  Xello Support
•  Excel in CTE Support

Change in Leadership for CTE Pathways

long before the term CTE was in use.  He has served as an assistant principal in mul-
tiple middle and high schools, was principal of West High, and was Vice President of 
Operations at Wichita Area Technical College before joining the CTE of ce in 2007.   

Means has accepted a position with the US Department of Education - Of ce of Ca-
reer, Technical and Adult Education.  “I’m looking foward to using my knowledge of 
state and local CTE programs to impact planning at the federal level.” he says.   

Kelly Bielefeld, currently the Assistant Superinten-
dent of Curriculum and Instruction in Clearwater, 
Kansas, has been selected to serve as the new 
Executive Director.  In his role as Assistant Superin-
tendent he has guided Clearwater in an expan-
sion of additional CTE Pathways, the alignment of 
IPS guidelines, and the implementation of a K-12 
vision for Project Lead the Way. Prior to this, he 
spent 13 years as a building principal. He holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education from 
Kansas State University, as well as a Master’s de-
gree in Educational Leadership & Administration 
from Wichita State University. As a principal, he 

has worked in rural, urban, and suburban schools, along with having experience in 
both parochial and public school settings.

Bielefeld’s scope of responsibilities grows as he takes over 
as the Executive Director of College and Career Readiness.  
Along with providing leadership to the district’s 26 CTE path-
ways, he will also oversee the College and Career Centers 
(CCC) located in each high school, and the CCC coordina-
tors who work with students in their college career planning. 

Jim Means, Executive Director of Career and 
Technical Education retires this July after serving 
13 years in the position and completing 38 years 
with the Wichita Public Schools.   “I have been 
so lucky to work in CTE, with great teachers and 
great programs.” says Means,  “Teachers and 
students are doing amazing things every day in 
CTE classrooms across our district, all with a focus 
on connecting students with their career pas-
sions.”

Over his career, Means worked as an Industrial 
Arts teacher at Truesdell Junior High School, 
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Four Heights Seniors Named 
Kansas CTE Scholars

Four Heights seniors are among 57 Kansas high school seniors who have been 
named 2020 Kansas Career and Technical Education (CTE) Scholars, the Kan-
sas State Department of Education announced.

Haleigh Faron, MacKenzie Gresham, Keiana Mahan and Raign Pankratz (L to 
R) all participated in the Early Childhood Development & Services CTE path-
way.

The Kansas CTE Scholar program is an opportunity to recognize well-rounded 
outstanding CTE students who are  nishing their senior year of high school. This 
is the third year for the initiative.

Students have to be a high school senior and meet the following criteria to be 
selected as a scholar:
• Have earned or currently enrolled in 3.0 or more CTE credits.
• Provide documentation of technical skill attainment.
• Have a CTE Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 or better in CTE  courses.                                   
• Demonstrated leadership.
• Demonstrated community engagement.
• Have professional learning experiences.
• Provide a career vision summary statement.
Scholars will receive a commemorative pin, special certi cate and statewide 
recognition.

The Wichita Public Schools 
does not discrimination the 

basis of race, color, national 
origin, or sex, handicap/
disability, religion or age. 

Persons having inquiries may 
contact the district’s ADA 

and Section 504 Coordinator.

Jim Means .... Executive Director
Ali Flores .............................. Editor

The CTE Update is a bimonthly
publication of the Wichita

Public Schools’ Career and
Technical Education of ce.

903 S. Edgemoor • Room 
408 Wichita KS 67218 • 

316.973.4511

   Excel In CTE

For the 2019-20 School Year:

• 760 students participating  
   with potential to complete 
   6,925 college hours.
• WSU Tech
    693 students and 6,691             
        college hours
• Wichita State University
    11 students and 33                      
        college hours
• Flint Hills
    40 students and 95
       college hours
• Hutchinson Community 
   College
    13 Students and 52
       college hours
• Pratt Community College
    3 students and 54 
       college hours
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VEX Robotics Champions

Congratulations to the Allison Traditional Magnet Middle School VEX Robotics team for their winning per-
formances in March’s Kansas Middle School State VEX Robotics Championships. The winning Allison team 
was one of 20 Kansas VEX teams who quali ed for state competition over the past four months. Just as 
impressive is fact that 200+ Kansas middle school teams participated in multiple VEX events Saturday after 
Saturday.  With only 20 teams state-wide making it to the championships, winning is a major accomplish-
ment.  

In addition to Allison participating in Saturday’s event, 14 of the 20 teams who quali ed for the state 
tournament were from USD 259.  The schools with teams representing WPS were Gordon Parks Academy, 
Jardine STEM Magnet, Stucky, Coleman, Hadley and Wilbur middle schools.  Gordon Parks and Stucky 
middle schools also quali ed along with Allison to participate in the VEX Worlds events to be held in Louis-
ville Kentucky although the COVID-19 pandemic kept those teams from participating.

Thank You Textron Aviation for Supporting 
Girls in Non-Traditional Career Fields

Textron Aviation brought STEM related activities to 
sixth grade girls though their “Girls Who Build” Lunch 
and Learn this year at Wilbur Middle School.  “A few 
Textron Aviation Society of Women Engineers mem-
bers and our Senior VP of Parts and Programs taught 
the girls how to make pneumatic actuators with 
syringes and popsicle sticks.” said Emelie Knobloch, 
Textron Aviation’s K-12 Education Coordinator.   “We 
thoroughly enjoyed spending lunch with this group 
every month and the instructors have been amazing 
to work with.”

Congratulations to our Retiring CTE Educators

The high quality CTE learning occurring in our District’s 26 pathways across 18 middle schools and 
nine high schools is made possible by the hard work of some 170 CTE teachers who plan and deliver 
career education to thousands of students each day.  The District’s annual retirement recognition 
was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Please join me in recognizing and celebrating these 
educators whose combined years of service totals 194 years of bringing career skills and opportuni-
ties to their students.   

Craig Burrell, Tech Ed at Robinson Middle School - 24 years
Dana DeMarco, FACS at East High - 35 years

Becky Frentz, FACS at Northwest - 31 years  
Jim Pugh, Tech Ed at West - 28 years

Steven Schmitter, Business at North - 11 years
Janet Sutter - Business at Wichita Alternative - 32 years

Mark Unruh, Digital Communications at Heights - 33 years 3



CTE Takes Top Honors in the 
2020 Scholastic Arts Awards

This year East has two Gold Medalists (Junior, Mara Howes 
and Senior, Neilsa Rivas) and 1 Silver Medalist (Fabiola 
Aguilar).  These students represent the top 1% in the nation 
based on innovative thought and technical competence. 
National Gold Medals are announced in the spring so 
artists can prep their work for the national exhibition that 
typically is housed in New York City.  They end the celebra-
tion with an awards banquet at Carnegie Hall.  Due to the 
COVID-19 crisis this year, the exhibition was cancelled.  All 
these students started their photographic studies in the CTE 
course, Photo Imaging.

Top Left: 
Mara Howes

Top right:  
Neilsa Rivas

Bottom right: 

South High Journalism Teacher Honored

Jeff Welch, journalism advisor at Wichita South High School, 
was this year’s recepient of the Jackie Engle Award, spon-
sored by Kansas Collegiate Media and named in honor of 
a former journalism teacher at McPherson High School.  
The award is given to top Kansas high school teachers who 
have demonstrated excellence in publications advising. 
Nominations of any Kansas Scholastic Press Association 
adviser are welcome from advisers themselves, or from 
students, colleagues or administrators on behalf of their 
advisers.  Congratulations Jeff!
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Heights Culinary Team Cooks Up Tasty Victory

Congratulations to the Wichita Heights ProStart Culinary team who competed in the state level 
competition on March 10-11, 2020.  The team of Austin Lillibridge, Ashanti Ammons, and Patricia 
Pete  (pictured above along with their teacher, Eric Gentillela)earned the recognition of the 2020 
Kansas ProStart Best Beef Dish with their Comfy Beef Tenderloin - oil poached tenderloin prime 
steak with sautéed oyster & shiitakai mushrooms, cauli ower puree, & tamari demi-glace.  As with 
any successful team, the students spent numerous hours in the kitchen with their teacher practic-
ing and perfecting the meal.  

Kansas FCCLA State 
Competition Goes Virtual 

Kansas FCCLA hosted a virtual 
state competition via Zoom in April.  
Heights had seven  qualifying 
events and four students decided 
to go the extra effort to compete.  

National Quali ers 
(Virtual National Competition)

(Left to Right)

Tehya Williams - Early Childhood 
Education

Haleigh Faron - 1st Place, Focus on 
Children

K’Niya Easter - Sports Medicine, 
Gold Medal Winner - Alternate

Raign Pankratz – 1st Place, Teach           
& Train
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Southeast FFA Students Learn Through Service

These students did a fabulous job representing Wichita Southeast and the FFA at the Sedgwick 
County 75th Annual Soil and Water Banquet. They helped set up and decorate for the event 
and then spent the night waiting tables. There were numerous local and state government 
of cials in attendance and they couldn’t stop bragging about the students’ work ethic and 
communication. skills.

Friends University Hosts STEM Day

In February, Friends University hosted a STEM Day for area high school juniors and seniors.  
A group of Wichita South High School forensic science students attended along with their 
teacher, Chitra Harris.  Activities through the day exposed students to 3D printing, DNA 
analysis, testing to identify the presence of drugs, building and testing a  yer to study aero-
dynamic drag, and team building through a STEM scavenger hunt and escape room.
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